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57 sekolah
di Selangor
tutup

Shah Alam: Sebanyak 57 se-
kolah di Selangor diarah tu-
tup hari ini berikutan bacaan
Indeks Pencemaran Udara
(IPU) melebihi 200 iaitu paras
sangat tidak sihat.

Arahan penutupan itu
membabitkan sekolah di dae-
rah Kuala Langat dan Klang
berdasarkan bacaan IPU di
stesen Johan Setia setakat
jam 3 petang, semalam.

Berdasarkan kenyataan Ja-
batan Pendidikan Negeri Se-
langor, arahan penutupan itu
membabitkan 68,025 pelajar
dan murid di 30 sekolah di
Kuala Langat dan 27 di Klang.

“Bagi sekolah yang merujuk
bacaan IPU melebihi 100, pi-
hak sekolah diingatkan supa-
ya menghentikan semua ak-
tiviti di luar bilik darjah yang
membabitkan semua murid.

“Sekiranya bacaan IPU di
kawasan lain melebihi 200,
pihak sekolah perlu menga-
mbil tindakan selaras dengan
Surat Siaran KPM bilangan
1/2019 dengan menutup se-
kolah,” katanya.

Menurut kenyataan itu, be-
rikutan bacaan IPU di
lain-lain stesen di negeri ini
bawah 200, semua sekolah di
kawasan berkenaan kembali
beroperasi seperti biasa hari
ini.
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NGO gesa kerajaan Selangor simpati nasib penduduk

SUNGAIBULOH - Gerakan
Tuntut Malaysia (Tuntut)
menggesa kerajaan Selangor
bersimpati terhadap nasib
penduduk yang rumah mere-
ka dirobohkan berdekatan
Sungai Kedondong, Paya Jaras
Hilir di sini semalam.

Ketua Setiausahanya, Zul-
helmi Mansor berkata,
makluman awal yang Gerakan

Tuntut terimaialah perbincangan
antara kerajaan negeri dan wakil
penduduk telah bersetuju untuk
menangguhkan perobohan itu
sehingga November 2019.

“Jadi tiada tekanan untuk ke-
rajaan Selangor terus meroboh-
kan rumah mangsa seperti ini.

“Menteri Besar Selangor
(Amirudin Shari) seharusnya
meletakkan rasa prihatin kepada

rakyat terutama berkenaan
isu seperti ini dengan menye-
diakan kepada penduduk pe-
nempatan sementara dan
pampasan atau duit sewa.

“Atas prinsip
kemanusiaan, kami minta
keprihatinan kerajaan negeri
segera selesaikan masalah
tempat tinggal mangsa ini,”
katanya.
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57 sekolah di Kuala Langat dan Klang ditutup

SHAH ALAM - Sebanyak 57 buah
sekolah di daerah Kuala Langat dan
Klang akan ditutup hari ini berikut-
an bacaan Indeks Pencemaran
Udara (IPU) melebihi 200 pada jam
3 petang semalam.

Jabatan Pendidikan Negeri
(JPN) Selangor dalam satu kenya-
taannya berkata, penutupan seko-
lah itu melibatkan 30 buah sekolah
di Kuala Langat dan 27 buah seko-
lah di Klang.

“Penutupan ini melibatkan se-
ramai 68,025 pelajar dan sebarang
perubahan atau maklumat terba-

haru akan dimaklumkan dari se-
masa ke semasa.

“Semua sekolah yang tidak di-
senaraikan akan kembali berope-
rasi seperti biasa pada hari Isnin, 23
September 2019,” katanya.

Menurut kenyataan itu lagi,
pihak sekolah telah diingatkan un-
tuk mengikut prosedur operasi
standard yang ditetapkan dan
mengutamakan kesihatan murid
serta guru sepanjang masa.

Katanya, bagi sekolah yang me-
rujuk bacaan stesen IPU melebihi
100, pihak sekolah telah diingatkan

supaya menghentikan semua akti-
viti di luar bilik darjah yang meli-
batkan semua murid.

“Aktiviti keramaian dan sukan
diluar bangunan hendaklah ditang-
guhkan,” katanya.

Pihak sekolah juga telah dii-
ngatkan sekiranya mereka menda-
pati bacaan IPU di kawasan mere-
ka melebihi 200, pihak sekolah
perlu mengambil tindakan selaras
dengan Surat Siaran KPM bilangan
1/2019 dengan menutup sekolah
dan melaporkan kepada Pejabat
Pendidikan Daerah dan JPN.
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Asthma goes
up 25% in haze

'gor sees increase of conjunctivitis
and respiratory infection too

By BRENDA CH'NG At the event, blood donors who
brenda@thestar.com.my have been giving generously since
they were were celebrat-
SELANGOR saw a 25% increase in ed and shown aj tion with an
mmemmm award and Juncheon. -
almost rea - Amy -
iSO e T ook o Koy 5 K il ceatr it st Wi e sl ekt i esn
e indoors and schools  together with Selangor Health organhaﬂmandcomwﬂesﬂmhmwppoﬁedmdhostedbboddnmﬂondﬁm
in the e state to shut down. Department, this event saw five

“Cases like conjunctivitis and res-  blood donors awarded and blood donation session, Poobalan wans to. "Immrhnnkrnlmnﬂﬂm
piratory tract infection increased by recognised for their charitable said that sometimes he was eager to Apheresis donation separates voluntarily donated
3% in this hazy weather,” said efforts. donate in the middle of the gap but  platelets and from the blood dmﬂwmmmemte
Selangor Health ent direc- “1 have been donating blood since  had to stop himself from 50. and the blood is pumped supply in our blood
tor Datuk Dr Tbrahim. 1 was 19 years old, and it started Female donors, on the other back into the donor. ..

He said this during a press con- when I was still in college where hand, have to wait at least three While normal blood donation 'I..astyearamulufnmhags
ference after launching the World mylecmm‘mldmethatm months after their last donation takes 30 minutes, apheresis takes -of blood was collected in Selangor
Blood Donor’s Day 2019 celebration  blood is the highest form 1 before being able to donate blood up to an hour and can only be and 33% were contributed by new
. at Dewan Jubli Perak in Shah Alam. mﬂwmmnnhnd, salddomr? again. done wherever the machine is . donors,” he said.

“Although there is an increase, Poobalan. Fellow donor Lim Siew Cheng has " _ available. He urged more people to step for-
the numbers are not really signifi- Poobalan, who is now 56 years donated a total of 60 times since she “Not everyone can be an aphere-  ward to donate blood and that it
cant because [ believe that old, said he made it a point to first started blood atage 29. sis donor, it on your plate-  would take only 2% of Selangor’s -
Malaysians are now more aware of  donate blood at least twice a year “I just want to those inneed  let count and of vein because to ensure the
the haze and know what to do to and more if by donating blood at least three hlood is back in,” said bank was
protect themselves.” “I cannot nnateasmdwhml ﬂmaayen.r more if possible,” she  Manickam, that the process “Now we are able to have suffi-

He added that the department please because my blood might not be sui for those with  cient thanks to our return
sent a daily repart to the Crisis negative, which is rare mmmmmm smaller veins. donors. keep coming back to

Centre to demand. maintain a healthy lifestyle and did Thie 50-year-old, who has donated  contribute.”
te them on daily cases in 'Suldnnar.ewhenﬂwho;pml line dancing three times a weekto  over 51 times, said he was glad to He said HTAR was the state’s
- calls me up and [ will make my keep fit. hegivenﬂﬁsn%pamnnywdnmte blood donation centre and the sup-
br again reminded mimnmdiawlymmwhhnd. he Meanwhile, KR Manickam plasma to those in Rl;wnsﬂmdamggumm
to stay indoors if possible and put said. Meenachisundaram was selected in Shah Alam, Sabak -
on face masks if they were going As all male blood donors will asan donor and can Drmﬁdpmnwdﬂmmds Bernam, Banting, Tanjung Karang

out. need a 60-day gap between each donate every two weeks if he tomeredphmsatﬂ\ecelehn‘dm and nearby private hospitals.
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‘Stop the Johan Setia open fires’

Residents suffering badly from daily air pollution since the early 2000s

By MEI MEI CHU
meimeichu@thestar.com.my

KLANG: Linda (not her real name)
lounged on a rattan garden chair
inside her air-conditioned living
room, where the doors and win-
dows were shut tight to keep the
haze out.

Although the curtains were
drawn, the grey skies outside let lit-
tle sunlight into the house in Kota
Kemuning, near Johan Setia, where
for two decades, the land has been
burning.

Linda, who has dementia and is
in her 80s, stared into the distance,
unaware that she has just been
diagnosed with stage three lung
cancer a few weeks ago.

“My mother-inlaw has never
smoked a cigarette in her life but
she has put up with the open burn-
ing in Johan Setia for the last 20
years,” John (not his real name) told
The Star.

“She is otherwise healthy and
has no genetic predisposition to
cancer.

“There is a strong possibility that
this is due to living with constant
exposure to air pollution over the
years,” said John, a scientist.

While Malaysians wait for the
end of the seasonal transboundary
haze from forest fires in Indonesia,
residents living in nearby Kampung
Johan Setia see no end to the smoke
that has choked them almost daily
for the past decade.

Residents said the smoke caused
by the slash and burn agricultural
practices of farms on peatlands in
Johan Setia were an issue dating as
far back as the early 2000s.

They said waking up and driving
home to foul, acrid odour in the air
was a daily occurrence as farmers
would often carry out open burning
during the late evenings and early
hours of the morning.

The resulting smoke affects Kota

Kemuning, Bandar Bukit Rimau,
Bandar Puteri, Taman Sentosa,
Bandar Bukit Tinggi, Bandar
Botanic, and as far as Bandar
Parklands.

The transboundary haze from
similar agricultural practices in
Indonesia this month has wors-
ened the smog in Johan Setia, push-
ing its Air Pollutant Index (AP
reading to “very unhealthy” levels
of over 230 - one of the worst in the
nation.

Residents are growing increas-
ingly angry and desperate for a
permanent solution, saying that
many of them, especially young
children, were falling ill, especially
from cough, asthma and flu.

John, however, said Linda did not
blame the farmers for the open
burning despite it greatly affecting
their lives.

“She once said the farmers have
livelihoods to protect too, not know-
ing that their agricultural practices

were slowly harming her health,”
he said, adding that the family had
decided not to pursue treatment for
her cancer.

In Bandar Putera, just a stone’s
throw away from Johan Setia, a
two-year-old boy was admitted to
hospital for three days after suffer-
ing from fever, flu and nasal con-
gestion during a particularly hazy
week.

“When [ brought my son to the
emergency room, the doctor told
me it could be due to all the open
burning happening where we live,”

ago, her five-year-old daughter had
also become susceptible to flu, fever
and sore throat. 5

“We are not coping well with the
haze. I come back from work and I
will see soot in my porch area. I
leave my laundry out to dry for a
few hours, just to find it smelly with
smoke. a

“For everyone else, the haze is
temporary but in Johan Setia, it
happens throughout the year. It
gets extremely bad when the weath-
er is hot,” she said.

In a resident WhatsApp group,

said his mother Logeetha Ramus,
adding that her son has to use a
nebuliser.

Logeetha, 38, was not spared
from the haze either. She contract-
ed bronchitis and was quarantined
at home for a week under doctor’s
order.

The learning and development
specialist said that ever since they
moved to Bandar Putera two years

I lament that there have
been many promises made by poli-
ticians, including state assembly-
men, MPs, as well as by the state
government, and the Energy,
Science, Technology, Environment
and Climate Change Ministry, but
the open burning persists.

“We need a permanent solution.
This cannot go on forever,” said
Logeetha.
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57 schools in Kuala Langat, Klang remain closed

SHAH ALAM: A total of 57 schools in the Kuala
Langat and Klang districts remain closed today
in view of the serious haze situation in the areas.

However, classes will be back on for all
schools in Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya.

According to an Education Ministry
statement, the closure involves 30 schools in
Kuala Langat and 27 in Klang, affecting a total of
68,025 students.

“The closures are being done based on the
API reading at Johan Setia station, which was
above 200 as of 2pm yesterday.

“Therefore, all the schools that are not listed
(as part of the 57) will resume as usual on
Monday,” the statement said.

It said schools in areas affected by the haze
may postpone the Form Three Assessment (PT3)
Listening Test for Malay Language, English and
Al-Lughah Al-Arabiah Al-Muasirah until Oct 31.

Schools in districts or areas that were
recording API readings of more than 200 could
postpone the test, it added. However, the test,
which scheduled for three days beginning today,
would still proceed in districts or areas that are

not affected by the haze with strict monitoring by
the state education department, district
education office and schools.

According to the Department of
Environment’s website, as of 11pm yesterday,
the API reading in Kuala Selangor was 178, Shah
Alam (167), Petaling Jaya (162), Klang (152) and
Banting (134).

The API reading between 0 and 50 is
categorised as good, 51 to 100 (moderate), 101 to
200 (unhealthy), 201 to 300 (very unhealthy) and
300 or above (hazardous). - Bernama
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